\ eing fairly new to che blacksmich
“and cthe are induscey, | real-
" ized how much I would benefir
from gaining addironal education to assist
me. I reached our o ABANA. T had been a
member for some rime bur honescly hadn't
been an active member, other than reading
the ABANA publications. Afrer arrending
my first ABANA conference in Harringron,
DE, 1 was very impressed with the organi-
sation and ream work of the Associarion,
Visiting the ABANA website provided me
with the informarion T needed 1o apply for

an education grane.

The purpose  of the ABANA
Scholarship Fund, as stated on cheir web
page, 15 to provide financial assistance 1o
ABANA members at all skill levels to assist
them an the development of cheir black-
smithing skills and abilitics. The ABANA
Grant Program s evailable o all ABANA
members  and affiliates  provided they
have been in pood standing for st least six
months price oo the spplicacion. There are
three different cotegories of grants aveilable,
Applicacion Deadlines, criteria; and recipient
obligacion informatien is clearly explained
on-therr wely page.

I decided o apply esking for assis-
cance enrolling in a ¢lass mughc ac Johno C.
Curmnpbell in Brasstown, NC. The school car-
log desceibed an Intermediate o Advanced
class as building & round occasional eable
using traditional joinery techniques taughe
by Clay Spencer. The project would include
forge welds, upsees, slic and drifted holes,
lap josnes, collars, simple scrolls, tenons,
a-tapered ring, and rivees. | already had an
idea in my head about building a small gace
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with eradicienal methods and 1t seemed thar
this class would give me che instructions for
the FTLRITY sl i‘-i::rg:irq_.)L techniques T needed
eo complete this idea as well as other furure
projects.

I was elated when [ received che phone
call from the Grant Committee inform-
ing me that 1 had been chosen to receive a
grant, | quickly eegistered for the class and
anxiously prepared to actend. Clay Spencer
sent anemail eo class participants describ-
ing the project and providing some instrue-
cions. We were given a list of things to bring
o che class; alchough the schools workshop
15 exrremely well-equipped. 1 scudied the
information and began o read and research
independently as much as | could. 1 even
reied a few forging steps in my shop at home.
My goal was to ger as much of my own silly
mistakes outr of the way before the class so 1
conld cake full advantage of the information
delivered from the master, Clay Spencer.

Class began on a Sunday. | arrived ar
the school, registered, and artended che ori-
entation, followed by meeting in the Clay
Spencer Blicksmith Shop o begin class.
Honesr truch is: 1 was nervous. | had very
lictle experience in blacksmich classes. [ was
worried abour my skill level, 1 was worried
abour everyrhing, 1 tied hard not o show
ie. Iwarched whir ochers were doing and Ffol-
lowed along. As I grew more comfortable
with the shop layour and equipment, my
nerves were seteling. The first class session
included o verbal explanation of the project.
We began cucting the matersals needed and
started laying out the design with sodp seone
on the metal tables in our work stacions,

Every morning Clay would ring the
bell to get our attention and gacher us
around his reaching anvil to demonsorace.
Then we would go w work, 1 focused on
the parts of the project that | was confi-
dene abour first. T was worried about falling
behind in the class, so I put myself in work
mode drawing oot the long rapers needed
and began che forge welds. This all went
well, When T fele T had accomplished a fair
amount of work, 1 decided o check on the
rest of the students’ progress. | had not fallen
behind; T was acrually ahead of the others.
This helped me relax and over then next few
days, I fele more and more comforrable. The
other srudenrs became more social as well
as we all grew more comforrable, We asked
each other questions, watched each ocher,
and shared our ideas and experiences. Clay
monitored and instrucred us, As we reached
different segments of the project, Clay con-
stantly kept supplying us wirth more demos,
maote elements, and more inscruccions, By
the Friday afternoon, every student had a
beautiful finished project o display at the
closing ceremony that would end our week
of instruction,

I learned a ton of chings through this
class. I learned how to build this beautiful
project, just as the class descriprion prom-
ised. Whar the caralog did nor cell me was che
huge array of other things [ learned while 1
was there. For me, learning how to be a black-
smith student held 4 special value, Having
access and assistance o use equipment differ-
ent from what 1 bave in my shop was addi-
cional education. Confirmarion of information
I already had been thinking abour gave me
confidence in my work. Looking around the



shop offered councless examples and  rese
pieces to visually learn from, 1 took advantage
of the opportunity to visit with Clay, asking
him just about any question 1 could think of
including words of advice, per-peeves, favorice
items to build, eec: Those conversations were
icing on my cake!

One of the recipient chligacions is
to share che results of rheir learning with
ABANA members and/or affiliates. My stare
Asgociarion, the Michigan Arvist Blacksmitch
Asgociarion worked me into cheir meeting
schedule, and €] Forge blacksmich shop
hosted my  presencation and  demonscra-
tion: Preparing for chis event continued my
learning in some unexpected ways. 1 baile
a Power Point presentation describing the
ABANA Grant program end inserted sev-
eral pictures from my experience including
detail photos of the many different elements
of the projece. For my demonstration, |
decided that 1 should prepare most of the
steps and elements of the table prior to the
event and have a series of already prepared
pieces to carry me through withour having
tes builel che entire project for the demonstra-
rion. S0 my educarion continued in my shop
ar home wheee, alone, T began preparing for
My Presentacion.

I thoughe it would be a good idez o
baild a liecle miniarure cable, and it would
be less overwhelming. My chinking was
smaller marerial would allow for quicker
heats. The prepped pieces would be less
cumbersome for my travel and be less danger
working in a crowded shop of observers. |
decided that | would build my miniacure
demo table pieces using 3/8 square steel, the
class table was buile from b square. 1 car-
ried the same downsizing ratio m the entire
miniature design and began o recreate the
project mimarurized.

Mow ar my own i_-hU]_:-, without the
erripmEnt of the school and che multiple
pgs that Clay had supplied, 1 needed o
develop methods wich the equipment thi
wats available o me. 1 began building tools
for slic drifting my holes. While ac school,
the mols were provided to us. I rook ic for
granted thar the calculations of the tools size
and ehe stock size had all been choughe of for
me. 1 learned how to use the tools ac school,
Now preparing the presentation pieces, |
was learning how to caleulare and build
the tools needed. Several of che rechnigues
ratght ar school used equipment 1 do not
own yer. Determining an aleernative way o
accomplish what was needed with different

#quipment gave me furcher education. |
waorked hard ro prepare for my demonsera-
tion. Bur the educarion didn't stop there,

Now it was time for demonsoeaging o
an audience, which can be intirudaring for
ere. W ihar T have learned aboue demonstrar-
ing is rhar every one of us has somerhing
that we can share and teach others. While
[ am able to share information wich many
listeners, T am also able to receive. 1 incor-
porated an assistant, 3 blacksmith T highly
respect, for my demonstration Warking
wich others 15 a great opportunicy o learn.
Many rimes during the presentacion 1 was
offered additional information and bits of
educarion from several respecred black-
smichs in artendance

Mow, with rhis new educacon and
some experience as well, the time has come
to use it as | intended. My sincere thanks
to the ABANA Grant Committee, Clay
Spencer, and all of those who encourage me
o develop, learn, and share, The ABANA
Grant Program is a great membership ben-
efir and it does work o raise the level and
skill of ies recipients, especially when i
used to its fullest porenrial, The cicle of this
arricle is a quote T stole from good friend
of mine, Scort Lampere. T feel very strongly
that [ have received the true value of chis
educarion grant.

A short video clip giving you a ghimpse
of the presentarion can be viewed at my
FaceBook page, Daisy Hill Forge,
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